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Introduction:
· What you believe about Jesus is of great personal importance to every living person on this earth.
· What you believe about Jesus will determine your eternal destiny.
· What you believe about Jesus’ work on the cross, His death, burial, and resurrection is of vital personal importance.

1. Why Was Jesus Crucified?  (Mark 15:1-25)!
a. Jesus had no sins of His own (1-14).
i. Matthew 27:24 “I am innocent of the blood of this just person:  see ye to it.”
ii. Luke 24:3 “I find no fault in this man.”
b. Jesus suffered as a condemned man for our sins (15-28).
i. He was scourged, crowned with thorns and mocked (15-20).
ii. He was so weak from the scourging that Simon of Cyrene had to bear Jesus’ cross (21).
iii. He was brought to Golgotha, the place of a skull, and crucified (22).
iv. He was offered wine to dull His pain, but He refused it (23-26)
v. He was crucified with sinners, identifying with us (27-28).
1. Isa. 53:4-6 “Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes  we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.”
2. Romans 3:23 “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”
3. Isaiah 64:6 “All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”
4. Ecclesiastes 7:20 “There is not a just man upon the earth that doeth good and sinneth not.”

2. Why Was Jesus Forsaken by God?  (Mark 15:33-39).
a. Jesus suffered the separation from God that we deserve (33-37).
b. God had to turn His back on His Son because the penalty for sin is death, eternal separation from God.
i. Gen. 2:17 “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
ii. Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death…”
iii. Revelation 21:8 “…and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”
iv. Matthew 25:41, 46 “everlasting fire” “everlasting punishment”’
c. If the penalty for sin was good works, then there was no reason for Jesus to die, because Jesus was perfect!
i. Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works lest any man should boast.”
ii. Titus 3:5 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost!”
d. We are already dead in sins.
i. Ephesians 2:1 “dead in trespasses and sins.”
ii. Ephesians 4:18 “Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:”
iii. John 3:3 “Verily…I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
iv. Our need is to be born again, spiritually into God’s family!
e. Jesus suffered infinite separation from God on our behalf!


3. Why Did Jesus Rise Again?  (Mark 15:38-16:20)
a. The veil of the temple was rent in two proving that His work is done and we now have access to the throne of God (38; cf. Heb. 10:19-22).
b. Jesus cried out, “It is finished” (John 19:30a), proving that the payment for our sin was complete.
i. Hebrews 10:10-18 “one sacrifice” “Once for all” “For ever”
ii. “By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.”
c. Jesus died, proving that the payment for our sin was complete (39).
d. Jesus was buried in the tomb for 3 days, proving that He had paid the full penalty for our sins (40-47).
i. Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin is death.”
e. Jesus rose from the dead, proving that He was God and that the payment for our sins was complete (16:1-7).
f. Jesus appeared to hundreds of eye-witnesses proving that He was God and that the payment for our sins was complete (12-14).
i. 1 Corinthians 15:5-8 “For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.”
g. Jesus fulfilled His promise (John 11:25-26 “I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  Believest thou this?”

Conclusion:
1. Are you willing to personalize the resurrection by trusting Jesus?
a. You must admit that your sins have separated you from a holy God.
b. You must admit that you have no hope of saving yourself by your good works and religion.
c. You must believe that Jesus has done all that is necessary to pay for your sins.
d. You must believe that Jesus’ work on the cross is the only way to a restored relationship with God.
e. You must simply choose to trust Jesus rather than trusting yourself or your religion!
f. If you trusted Christ as your Savior, please let me know after the service so that I can rejoice with you!
2. Are you willing to personalize the resurrection by proclaiming Jesus!
a.  Will you commit to telling someone about Jesus this week?
