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Theme: A church becomes mission-minded when it moves beyond focusing only on its own growth and becomes invested in reaching others.

1. Paul’s Call to Macedonia (Acts 16)
a. Paul wanted to go into Asia and Bithynia.
b. The Holy Spirit prevented him.
c. Paul received the Macedonian Call.
d. Missions requires sensitivity to God’s leading.
e. How do we develop a sensitivity to God’s leading?

2. Paul’s Ministry in Philippi (Acts 16)
a. The Salvation of Lydia
i. Lydia trusts Christ as the first convert in Philippi.
ii. Lydia opened her home for the church to meet.
b. The Salvation of the Demon-Possessed Girl
i. Paul cast out the demon.
ii. Her conversion caused backlash.
iii. Paul and Silas were imprisoned.
c. The Salvation of the Philippian Jailer
i. Paul and Silas praised God despite their terrible circumstances.
ii. God responded with a great earthquake that caused the doors to open and their chains to fall off.
iii. The Philippian jailer and his entire household were saved and baptized.
d. Each of these individuals represent 3 very different evangelistic opportunities.  How can we use these situations to recognize 3 different opportunities for sharing the gospel?

3. Paul’s Praise of the Philippian Church
a. A mission-minded church partakes in the gospel (Philippians 1:3-6).
i. The gospel changes lives.
ii. The Philippians became participants in Paul’s ministry.
iii. Applications:
1. Churches can become inward-focused.
2. Christians can become spiritually comfortable.
3. Churches must remember their purpose of making disciples.

b. A mission-minded church participates with missionaries (Philippians 4:10-16).
i. They supported Paul financially.
ii. They prayed for him.
iii. They encouraged him when others forgot him.
iv. God promises to provide for those who are invested in His mission (4:13).
v. Joy comes through participation
1. Churches experience joy in giving to missions.
2. Churches that focus on personal comfort lose their joy; real joy comes from serving others.

c. A mission-minded church receives God’s blessings (4:17-19).
i. Blessing #1 – Fruit – “fruit that may abound to your account”
ii. Blessing #2 – Fellowship
1. The Philippian church sent Epaphroditus to help Paul.
2. Epaphroditus nearly died in the process.
3. Paul described his sacrifice as a sweet-smelling offering that was pleasing to God.
4. There is great joy in serving God together.
iii. Blessing #3 – Faith “My God shall supply all your need in Christ Jesus” (4:19)
1. This promise is for those who are invested in God’s mission.
2. Churches engaged in God’s work can trust God to provide.
d. What are practical ways that our church can participate in missions?

4. Conclusion:
a. God has a plan for every believer: go, give, serve, pray, make disciples.
b. Churches must think beyond themselves.  A healthy church raises up workers, sends people out, supports missions, and invests in future generations.
c. A church becomes truly joyful and spiritually healthy when it moves from simply existing as a mission church to actively participating in God’s mission through evangelism, church planting, sacrificial giving, prayer, and partnership in the gospel.
