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Christ has never compelled anyone to believe in Him or follow Him.  Baptists believe that faith must be voluntary. This principle is described as individual soul liberty, the freedom of each person to respond to God according to their consciences. 

Development of Baptist churches in America is closely associated with Roger Williams (1604-1684). Williams was ordained in the Church of England but eventually separated over the Anglican’s violation of his beliefs on the doctrine of the separation of church and state. He became a Puritan and immigrated to Boston in 1631 in search of religious liberty.  He quickly found that the Puritans were actively establishing their church to be the state church in America. Eventually, the church and state were so intertwined that civil authorities had the power to punish citizens for violations of church laws.

In 1632 Williams was forced to leave Salem because of his refusal to bow to the state church.  In 1636 he traveled to Narragansett Bay in the dead of winter and was welcomed by friendly Indians. In 1636 He purchased some land from the Indians and founded Providence, Rhode Island as a place of religious liberty for all people and all religions.

The 1663 charter states, “Our royal will and pleasure is, that no person within the said colony, at any time hereafter, shall be in any wise molested, punished, disquieted, or called in question, for any differences of opinion in matters of religion, and do not actually disturb the civil peace of the said colony.”

This was the first government ever organized on the principle of religious liberty for all.  When Williams founded Providence, he was not a Baptist.  While there, he became convinced of the Baptists beliefs and became a Baptist in 1639 and founded a Baptist church, the first Baptist church in America.  Baptist churches began to spread rapidly throughout the New England and Middle States.  In the mid 1700’s a great awakening would spread across England and America that would greatly help the cause of Baptist Churches and Baptist beliefs.

1. God created us in His image with free will to choose good or evil.
a. Genesis 1:27 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.”
b. Genesis 2:16-17 “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”

2. God expects individuals to freely choose or reject Him.
a. Joshua 24:15 “Choose ye this day whom ye will serve.”
b. John 3:16-21 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.”

3. Jesus never forced anyone to follow Him.
a. John 10:24 “Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.”
b. Metthew 23:37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!”

4. Paul and the Apostles taught that we have a certain degree of liberty in the way we make decisions in the way that we apply the Word of God in our everyday lives.
a. Galatians 5:1 “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.”
b. Acts 5:29 “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.”

5. Christians have the responsibility to discern God’s will for their own lives.
a. Romans 12:1-2 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
b. 2 Timothy 2:15 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

6. Believers are to be fully persuaded in their own minds for God’s glory rather than human approval, realizing that we will all give account to God for being a stumbling block or a stepping stone (Romans 14:5-14).
a. Romans 14:10 “But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”
b. Romans 14:12-13 “ So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.”

7. Avoid the abuses of individual soul liberty.
a. Galatians 5:13 “For brethren ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another”
b. Avoid using your liberty as an excuse to replace the Bible with your whims as your absolute authority.
i. In the days of the judges, everyone did what was right in their own eyes and lived in bondage to their enemies because they lacked spiritual depth, discipline, and maturity.
c. Avoid using your liberty as an excuse to sin.
d. Avoid using your liberty as an excuse to rebel against God-given authority in your life.
e. Avoid trying to manipulate others into bending to your beliefs.
f. Avoid using your liberty as an excuse to never hold other believers accountable for their actions.
g. Avoid using your liberty as an excuse to neglect personal responsibility for your choices.
