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Matthew 22:21 “Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's.”

John 18:36 “Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.”

Acts 5:29 “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.”

1. Separation of church and state is an application of the authority of Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
a. Human governments (the state) are ordained by God to provide law and order (Romans 13:1-5).
i. Governments are to punish evil and promote good (1 Peter 2:13-14).
ii. Christians are to honor governmental authorities and pray for their welfare (1 Peter 2:17; 1 Timothy 2:1-3).
iii. Christians are to obey the government in all areas except laws that contradict the Scriptures (Acts 4:19-20; 5:29).
b. The church is God’s instrument to promote the gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world (Acts 1:8).
i. The church is to focus on evangelism and making disciples (Matthew 28:19-20).
ii. The church is to carry on the ministry of Christ (Matthew 25:31-46).
iii. The church is to arm itself with the Sword of the Spirit to advance the gospel rather than the sword of human government to advance the church (Ephesians 4:24-32).

2. Separation of church and state allows for a mutually beneficial relationship.
a. All men and women should be able to free choose or reject Christ without the interference of the state (John 3:16-20).
b. Churches should be composed of those who have freely chosen to trust Christ, to be baptized, and to join a church of their choosing (Acts 2:41-42 “they that gladly received his word…”).
c. Churches should be supported by voluntary tithes and offerings, and not by state coercion (2 Corinthians 8:1-15 “For there must be first a willing mind” vs.12).
d. Churches are to recognize no other authority over the church than Christ Himself (Ephesians 1:22; 4:15; 5:23, “Christ…the head of the church”).
e.  Human government should protect religious freedom, and the church should promote a healthy respect and obedience to human government.
f. Church history has demonstrated that the union of church and state has been mutually destructive, leading to tyranny of the church/state, slavery of the people, and political unrest.

3. Separation of church and state must not be misinterpreted.
a. Separation of church and state should not be weaponized to restrict the influence of the church on the government.  Christians should advocate for God’s will to be done on earth as it is done in heaven (Matthew 6:9-13).
b. Separation of church and state does not prohibit Christians from participating in the political process (Romans 13:1).  Christians have an obligation to use what freedoms they possess to vote for those who will best advocate for Christian values, and even to run for political offices as God directs.
c. Separation of church and state recognizes Christ’s distinction between human government and the church (Matthew 22:21).  Governments and churches should honor that distinction.  
d. People should never be coerced by the state in matters of faith (2 Corinthians 10:3-4).
e. Our belief in the separation of church and state should result our promotion of religious liberty for all.  All are to be fully persuaded in their own mind (Romans 14:5), knowing that every one will give account for himself before God (Romans 14:12). Therefore, we must seek to persuade every man’s conscience, rather than violate it (2 Corinthians 4:2).
4. Separation of church and state and its influence on the first amendment.
a. The Baptist belief of separation of church and state was very influential in the formation of the first amendment to the United States Constitution.
b. It reads, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
