Facing Trials with Faith and Resilience
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August 2, 2026

If we want a Faith that Works we must be willing to endure the testing that comes through trials.

1. The Rejoicing of Tested Faith (1-4)
1. Rejoice because trials of faith produce patience (1-3)
0. The Diversity of Testings (1-2)
0. They Isolate (1) – They attack our faith in the presence of God.
0. They Surround (2) – They attack our faith in the sufficiency of God.

0. The Development of Patience (2-3)
1. We yield by rejoicing (2).
1. God works (3).
1. Meaning of “patience” – endurance
1. Illustration:  Physical Therapy

1. Rejoice because endurance produces wholeness (4)
0. Perfect – brought to its end, finished
0. Entire – complete in all its parts, in no part wanting or unsound
· Illustration:  The Potters Wheel

1. The Request for Tested Faith (5)
1. The Object of the Request:  Wisdom (5a)
0. The fleshly man looks for escape.
0. The spiritual man looks for wisdom.

1. The Granter of the Request:  God (5b)
1. God Gives without Respect of Persons. “to all men”
1. God Gives without Reserve. “liberally”
1. God Gives without Reproach. “upbraideth not”

1. The Condition of the Request:  In Faith (6-8)
2. The Faith-Filled Man Is Unwavering (6a).
2. The Double-Minded Man is Undesirable (6b-8).
1. He is Unstable (6b, 8).
1. He is Unrewarded (7).

1. The Reward for Tested Faith (9-12)
2. Rejoice in Correction (9-10)
2. Rejoice in Exaltation (9, 12)
1. Those that humble themselves are exalted (9, cf. 4:10; 1 Pet. 5:6).
1. Those that endure temptation are crowned (12).


Application:
1. How do you respond in trials?  Do you see God’s work in your life as oppression, or as an opportunity to grow?
1. What is your request in trials?  Do you look for escape, or do you pray in faith for wisdom?
1. What is your position today?  Are you resisting God’s correction as the self-sufficient do, or are you humbling yourself before Him?
