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1. Accepting Christ’s Commission (1-11)
a. The work that Jesus began (1) is now being accomplished by the Holy Spirit through the church (2).
i. Jesus convinced His disciples of His resurrection (3).
1. He did this through personal appearances.
2. He did this through instruction on the kingdom of God.
ii. Jesus reminded His disciples of the promise of the Father, the indwelling Holy Spirit (4-5).
b. Jesus has commissioned all believers to be witnesses to Him (6-8).
i. We are to await Christ’s return (6-7).
ii. We are to be witness (8).
1. We witness through the Holy Spirit’s power (8a).
2. We are responsible to spread that witness to the entire world (8b).
a. Witness in Jerusalem (Chapters 1-7)
b. Witness in Judaea and Samaria (Chapters 8-12)
c. Witness in the Uttermost Parts of the Earth (Chapters 13-28)
c. Jesus ascended into heaven in the same way that He will one day return (9-11).
i. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
ii. Revelation 1:7 “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.”

2. Enjoying Common Fellowship (12-14)
a. The apostles gathered with the disciples in the upper room to wait for the fulfillment of the promise of the indwelling Holy Spirit (13).
b. The apostles, the disciples, Mary, and Jesus’ brethren, and the female followers of Christ all commonly participated in fervent prayer (14).
i. This prayer meeting begins a cycle that repeats throughout the book of Acts and throughout church history: prayer, power, proclamation, persecution, and prayer.
ii. All disciples were able to participate in this prayer meeting whether apostle, disciple, family of Jesus, male or female.
iii. It is interesting that Mary, the mother of Jesus, was not given any special prominence. In fact, this is the last mention of her name in the Book of Acts.
iv. Corporate prayer continues to be a vital part of local church life in which believers from all walks of life learn to pray together for the accomplishment of Christ’s mission through their local church and local churches throughout the world.

3. Honoring the Scriptures (15-26)
a. Peter leads the apostles to select a replacement for Judas who betrayed the Lord and hung himself (15-20; cf. Psalm 69:25; 109:8).
i. It is interesting that the number of names of the disciples was about 120, which implies a formal membership register. 
ii. The men of this group of 120 men would cast lots to select a replacement for Judas.
iii. Peter quotes 2 Messianic Psalms that prophesied the betrayal of the Messiah as grounds for the election of a 12th apostle.
b. Peter presents 2 men who meet the qualifications of an apostle (21-22).
i. An apostle had to be an eye-witness to the entire ministry of Jesus, from His baptism by John the Baptist to His resurrection and ascension.
c. Since the Holy Spirit had not yet been sent, the assembly cast lots after a time of prayer, and the lot fell upon Matthias (23-26).
