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1. Pentecost: the Coming of the Spirit (1-13)
a. The Significance of Pentecost (1)
i. The feast of the first-fruits in which the first harvest was brought to the temple; it was celebrated 50 days after the Passover.  Pentecost brought throngs of Jewish pilgrims to the Jerusalem every year.
ii. This Pentecost would be the day that the Lord began His harvest of souls (John 4:35 “Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already unto harvest”).
b. The Promise of the Spirit Fulfilled (2-13)
i. Two Signs of the Spirit’s coming (2-4)
1. The Sound of a Rushing Mighty Wind (2).
a. The sound was mighty.
b. The word for wind was what we would call a zephyr, the lightest breeze that could be detected.
c. This contrast is very deliberate and pictures the Holy Spirit’s omnipotent power, and also his gentleness, never forcing people into compliance.
2. The Sight of Tongues of Fire (3)
a. Throughout the Scripture wind and fire are signs of God’s divine presence.
b. At Jesus’ baptism, John the Baptist prophesied that the Messiah would baptize men with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Luke 3:16)
c. The tongues of fire could be seen above the heads of All disciples, not just the apostles, signaling the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
ii. Threefold Ministry of the Holy Spirit:
1. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit: the Spirit immerses ever believer into the body of Christ at the moment of conversion, and regeneration.
a. Titus 3:5 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;”
2. The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit: the Spirit constantly abides in the heart of every believer.
a. 1 Corinthians 3:16 “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”
b. Romans 8:9 “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”
3. The Filling of the Holy Spirit: the Spirit empowers believers for service.
a. Acts 4:31 “And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.
iii. The Filling of the Spirit Demonstrated (5-13)
1. Believers were filled with the Holy Spirit and immediately went out to spread the gospel to those in Jerusalem (5).
2. Devout men from every nation heard the gospel in their own language (6-13).

2. Peter’s Sermon: The Power of the Spirit (14-42)
a. Peter boldly answers the jeers of the unbelieving crowds that these miraculous tongues are a fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy concerning the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all people, male and female, young and old (14-21).
i. Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (21).
b. Peter boldly preaches Christ (22-36)
i. Jesus was approved by God through the many miracles that God did through Him (22).
ii. You took Him, crucified Him, and killed Him (23).
iii. God raised Jesus from the dead (24-28).
1. We have hope because God did not leave Jesus’s soul in the grave.
2. We have hope because God did not let Jesus’ body see corruption.
iv. David wrote this prophecy in Psalm 16:10 over 1000 years before Jesus’ resurrection. (29-31).
v. Peter proclaims that He and the disciples are eye witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection in fulfillment of David’s prophecy (32).
vi. Peter proclaims that not only is Jesus resurrected, He now sists at the right hand of God having received the promise of the Holy Spirit which He has poured out on His disciples for all to see and hear (33-36).
c. Peter calls them to repentance (35-40).

3. Power in the Church: the Continuing work of the Spirit (43-47)
a. Belief in the word – “faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).
b. Those that believed were baptized and added to the church.
c. The new believers continued steadfastly in:
i. Doctrine
ii. Fellowship
iii. Communion
iv. Prayers
d. The early church enjoyed:
i. Ministering to one another’s needs
ii. Gladness
iii. Singleness of heart
iv. Growing favor with the community
v. Souls saved and added to the church on a daily basis!
