I Have Decided to Follow Jesus
Matthew 28:19, 20
August 23, 2026

Baptism is a public expression of faith in Christ which results in great blessings for the individual, church, & community!

1. Baptism Is a Command of Christ For All Who Have Accepted Christ as Savior – Matthew 28:19-20 says, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”
a. Belief precedes baptism – “Go ye and teach all nations” (19).
i. Romans 10:17 “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
ii. John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto them, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”
iii. John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

b. Baptism should follow conversion as the first step of becoming a disciple of Christ – “baptizing them…teaching them” (19-20).
i. Acts 2:38 “Then Peter said unto them, (1) Repent, and (2) be baptized…”
ii. Acts 2:41 “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.”
iii. Acts 8:36 “And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doeth hinder me to be baptized?  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.  And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.”

2. Baptism Is a Symbol of Christ’s Death and Resurrection.  Baptism is a symbol, not a sacrament.
a. Baptism symbolizes Christ’s death for our sins.
i. Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death.”
ii. 1 Peter 3:18 “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:”
iii. Matthew 27:46 “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lamasabachthani? That is to say, My God, my God, why has thou forsaken me?

b. Baptism symbolizes Christ’s resurrection from the dead.
i. John 11:25-26 “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  Believest thou this?
ii. We accept Christ’s gift of forgiveness and eternal life by trusting Christ to be our Savior – Romans 10:9-10 “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”


3. Baptism Is a Symbol of Our Decision to Accept Christ as Our Personal Savior
a. We were dead (separated from God) before accepting Christ (Eph. 2:1 – dead in trespasses and sins)
i. Our sin separated us from God – Isaiah 59:2, “But your sins have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face from you, that he will not hear.”
ii. Our righteousness was not enough.
1. Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”
2. Isaiah 64:6 “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.”

b. We were made alive (born again) when we accepted Christ (John 3:3 – ye must be born again; 3:16).
i. John 3:3 “Ye must be born again.”
ii. John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Conclusion:
1. Have you been born again?
2. Was there a time when you realized that you were a sinner, separated from God, and unable to save yourself?
3. Was there a time when you decided to trust Christ’s work for you rather than your works for Him?
4. Are you willing to trust Christ?
5. If you have trusted Christ, has there been a time when you followed Him in believer’s baptism?
