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1. The Demonstration of the Redeeming Power of Christ (3:1-10)
a. The Setting (1-2)
i. Peter and John entered the temple at the hour of prayer (1).
ii. A man lame from birth is laying at the Beautiful gate to ask alms (2).
1. This man had never walked.
2. He was completely dependent on others to carry him wherever he needed to go (2-3).
3. On this particular day he was carried to the temple and up the 15 stone steps to the Beautiful gate where he would spend the day asking for alms.
b. The Encounter (3-5)
i. When he saw Peter and John he persistently asked them for alms.
ii. Peter and John, sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit, recognize an opportunity for the gospel and they fix their eyes on the lame man
iii. Peter commanded the man to look upon them, and he did so expectantly.
c. The Miracle (6-8)
i. Peter made it clear that they didn’t have money, but they had something far better.
ii. Peter claimed the authority of Jesus Christ (cf. Matthew 28:18-20)!
iii. Peter commanded him to rise and walk, a command that would take great faith to obey.
iv. Peter took him by the right hand and lifted him up.
v. Immediately his feet and ankles were healed and he leaped up, stood and walked, demonstrating his miraculous healing in response to his faith.
vi. He entered the temple with them and continued to walk and leap and praise God!
d. The Reaction (9-11)
i. All the people, many thousands (cf. 4:4), saw the man walking and praising God.
ii. They all were familiar with him and his disability, and they were amazed.
iii. Since he wouldn’t let Peter and John go, the crowd ran to them for an explanation.

2. The Proclamation of the Redeeming Power of Christ (3:11-26)
a. Peter confronts the crowd (12-16).
i. Peter clarifies that this miracle was not performed by their own power or holiness (12).
ii. Peter gives them a history lesson (13-15).
1. The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God they mutually claim to worship, has glorified His Son/Servant (“pais”) Jesus.  Peter is establishing the context of his argument, which is clearly Jewish.
a. The usual Greek word for son is ‘uios.  The word used here is “pais” which is commonly translated as “servant.”
b. Peter is using Old Testament terminology that his audience is very familiar with in reference to the Jewish Messiah.  The Jewish Messiah is called God’s Servant.
c. Isaiah 52:13-15 “Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high. As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men: So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider.”
2. Peter accuses his Jewish audience of denying and killing their Messiah, referring to Jesus with divine titles:
a. Holy One – “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.” (Isaiah 57:15)
b. Just One – “Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the Lord? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me.” (Isaiah 45:21).
c. Prince of Life – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men.”
d. This Prince of Life that you killed, God has raised from the dead (15).
i. God proved the Divinity of Christ by raising Him from the dead.
ii. Peter and John were eyewitnesses of the resurrected Christ!
3. Peter explains that the lame man was healed because he had faith in the name and authority of Jesus Christ (16).
a. Twice in one verse makes it clear that this man was healed by faith in Jesus.
b. In answer to his faith, Jesus healed him physically, and undoubtedly, spiritually.
iii. Peter calls them to repentance (17-19).
1. Peter recognizes that their actions were done in ignorance (17).
2. Peter tells them that they unknowingly fulfilled Messianic prophecy (18).
3. Peter calls them to repentance (19-26).
a. If they repent, their sins will be blotted out, forgiven.
b. If they repent, they will enjoy Christ’s coming kingdom.
c. Peter appeals to Moses and the prophets so that they will embrace Jesus as the Son of God and turn from their sin of rejecting Him (22-26).

3. The Response to the Redeeming Power of Christ (4:1-4)
a. Rejection by the religious (1-3)
i. The religious elites, the priests, captain of the temple, and the Saducees, were grieved.
ii. Preaching the cross is an offence to religious people who believe that their religious works are sufficient.
iii. They imprisoned Peter and John in hopes of stopping their message.
b. Reception by the multitudes (4)
i. 5,000 heard the word of God as preached by Peter, and they believed.
ii. Romans 10:17 “So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”

Conclusion:
1. If you know Christ as your Savior, are you developing a sensitivity to the Holy Spirit’s leading to recognize opportunities to share the gospel with those around you?
2. What is your response to the gospel?  Are you resisting?  Are you ready to come to Him by faith?
