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1. Peter and John were imprisoned for teaching the people Jesus’ promise of resurrection from the dead, which the Sadducees opposed (1-4).
a. The Sadducees were theological liberals.
b. They gained the high priest’s office and exerted great religious authority.
c. They gained favor with the Roman government and had great political authority.  
d. They share many similarities to theological liberals of today.
i. They deny life after death.
ii. They deny salvation through Jesus alone.
iii. They use religion to gain political power and influence.

2. Peter and John were forced to testify before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish high court (5-22).
a. Peter & John’s Prosecutors (5-7)
i. The Sanhedrin was composed of 70 rulers, mostly Sadducees (5-7).
ii. The Sanhedrin was chaired by the high priest.
iii. Annas is mentioned first because he was the political power behind the high priest.  Annas had served as high priest, and ensured that all 5 of his sons served in that capacity at various times.
iv. When Jesus was arrested, he was brought first to Annas, and then Annas sent Him to his son, Caiaphas.  Both men were corrupt and tried to find false witnesses to speak against Christ.
v. Peter and John now find themselves standing before the same men who tried and crucified their Lord.
vi. The Sanhedrin were arranged in a semi-circle so that all the ruling body could all see one another and Peter and John were placed in the middle.
vii. The Sanhedrin demand to know an explanation for the miraculous healing of the lame man.  They were likely hoping to find them guilty by their association with Jesus.
1. By what power?
2. By who’s name/authority?

b. Peter’s Testimony (8-14)
i. Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit, meaning he yielded Himself to the control and guidance of the Holy Spirit (cf. Ephesians 5:18).  He didn’t run like Jonah or rise up in self-righteous indignation like Moses when he struck the rock.
ii. Peter boldly proclaims the name of Jesus, the Source of the power and Authority by which this miracle was performed (9-12):
1. “Jesus the Messiah” – the One the Jews had long awaited (10)
2. “Jesus Christ of Nazareth” – the One Who had been worshipping in the temple since the age of 12 speaking with wisdom that confounded the scribes and rulers
3. “Whom ye crucified” – the One that they illegally tried, condemned, and crucified
4. “Whom God raised from the dead” – the One Who’s tomb still stood empty (10)
5. “By Him does this man stand here before you whole” – The One Who’s power continues to heal (10)
6. “The stone which YOU builders rejected, and is now the (11) – Peter quotes the same passage that Jesus quoted before these same rulers (Ps. 118:22; Luke 20).
7. Neither is there salvation in any other…none other name… whereby we must be saved (12) – Jesus is the only One that can give deliverance from sin and its consequences.

iii. Peter and John’s testimony was noted by their adversaries (13-14).
1. Peter and John had boldness despite their lack of education.
a. Do you have boldness to witness for Christ?
2. It was very apparent that Peter and John had been with Jesus.
a. Is it evident to those around you that you have been with Jesus?
3. They could not deny the miraculous result, the man standing with them.
a. For the first time in the narrative, we discover that the lame man was on trial as well.
b. The last time we read of him he was holding onto Peter and John as Peter preached in the temple (3:11).
c. He was likely imprisoned with Peter and John overnight and forced to stand and testify with them.
d. Do you have fruit that the lost cannot deny?

c. Peter and John’s Resolve (15-22)
i. They stood strong against the Sanhedrin’s threats (15-18).
ii. They appealed to God’s authority (19).
iii. They appealed to their personal experience of God’s work in their lives (20).
iv. They were set free because all the people recognized this miracle as the obvious work of God (21-22).



