Witnesses to Christ – Praying in Persecution
Acts 4:15-37
September 13, 2026

1. The Reason for Their Prayer (15-22)
a. They stood strong against the Sanhedrin’s threats (15-18).
b. They appealed to God’s authority (19).
c. They appealed to their personal experience of God’s work in their lives (20).
d. They were set free because all the people recognized this miracle as the obvious work of God (21-22).

2. The Elements of their Prayer (23-30)
a. They prayed with one accord (23-24a).
b. They appealed to God’s sovereignty (24b)
i. God’s Sovereign Name as Absolute Ruler
ii. God’s Sovereign Power as Creator of All Things
iii. God’s Sovereign Word
1. God prophesied through David that the heathen would rage, and even the people of God would imagine vain things.
2. God prophesied through David that these events would occur:
a. The Prophesy (25-26):
i. The Heathen Rage & God’s People Imagine Vain Things.
ii. The Kings of the Earth & Rulers unite together against the Lord and His Messiah.
b. The Fulfillment (27-28):
i. God’s Holy Child Jesus, Anointed by God – the Messiah
ii. Herod – the Kings of the Earth
iii. Pontious Pilate – Rulers
iv. The Gentiles – The Heathen
v. The People Israel – God’s people
vi. They all untied against Jesus, and ultimately accomplished God’s sovereign will (28).
c. They made God-honoring requests (29-30)
i. They prayed for boldness to speak God’s Word.
ii. They prayed for the continuation of God’s work.
1. They prayed that God would continue miraculous healings in the name of Jesus, the very thing that had caused their persecution in the first place!
2. They did not ask God to stop the persecution; instead, they prayed that God’s work would continue.
3. They had witnessed God sovereignly use the crucifixion of Christ to accomplish God’s plan of redemption.
4. They knew that God was able to use the persecution of those same priests and rulers to accomplish His purposes in the spread of the Gospel of Christ.

3. The Answer to their Prayer (31-37)
a. God manifested His presence through an earthquake.
i. God used an earthquake to vindicate Christ’s work on the cross.
1. Matthew 27:50-54 “Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.”
ii. God used an earthquake to vindicate Moses when he met with God on Mount Sinai (cf. Exodus 19:18).
iii. Jesus was the Prophet that Moses prophesied (cf. Acts 3:22); just as God vindicated Moses with an earthquake, so God vindicated Jesus with an earthquake.
iv. Just as God vindicated Moses and Jesus with an earthquake, so God used an earthquake to remind Peter and John that they were messengers on behalf of God Himself.
v. For believers today, we will likely not experience earthquakes in answer to our prayers; but instead, we need to remind ourselves that we speak for the same God who shook Mount Sinai; we speak for the same God that rent the rocks on mount Calvary after Jesus’ crucifixion; and we serve the same God that empowered the early church!
b. God filled all the believers gathered in that room with His Holy Spirit to speak the Word of God with boldness.
i. The filling of the Holy Spirit is available upon request; we must yield ourselves to accomplish His will (cf. Romans 6:13-16).
ii. When God makes His will clear, don’t wait for an earthquake. Yield yourself to the Lord and obey the Holy Spirit’s leading.  In faith, act upon what you know to be God’s will and the Lord will give you grace and boldness.
c. God gave unity in the church (32).
i. They had one heart and soul.
ii. They cared for one another without compulsion (cf. 5:1-4).
d. God gave great power and great grace to them all (33-37).
i. They had great power in their witness.
ii. They had great grace.
1. God’s great grace was manifested in sacrificial service toward one another (34-35).
a. As needs would arise, members of the church would take up a collection for the apostles to distribute to needy members.
b. One of the signs of a spirit-filled church is when believers minister to one another.
2. Barnabas was a great example of this generosity.
a. His name means, “son of consolation.”
b. He sold a piece of land and gave the entire proceeds to the apostles to distribute to needy members.
c. God used this prayer meeting to spark a work of God in the early church that produced a great missionary in the early church, Barnabas.

Conclusion:
1. Are you letting persecution and opposition stop you from being a witness?
2. Are you praying for God’s will to be done in the face of persecution and opposition?
3. Are you praying for boldness to witness to those around you?
4. Do you give feet to your prayers by ministering to the needs of believers around you?
