Witnesses to Christ – The Importance of Integrity
Acts 5:1-42
September 27, 2026

1. The importance of integrity within the church (1-16)
a. Ananias and Sapphira lied to God and the Apostle Peter.
i. The motive was likely fame and notoriety (cf. 4:34-37).
1. Matthew 6:1-4 “Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.”
ii. The method was deceit.
1. They first believed the lie of Satan (5:3).
a. Satan allied with their deceitful hearts.
b. Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it.”
c. John 8:44 “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.”
2. Ananias and Sapphira chose to act upon Satan’s temptation.
a. Annanias and Sapphira independently chose to lie to Peter (cf. 1-4, 8).
b. In lying to Peter, they lied to God Himself (cf. 3-4, 8).
iii. The judgment was immediate (5-6, 10).
1. Rarely does judgment fall this quickly.
2. God is gracious to expose our sin quickly.
iv. The result was far-reaching (11-16).
1. There was great fear and reverence for God (11).
a. The church was filled with fear and reverence for God.
i. We would do well to cultivate a reverential awe of God that permeates all that we think and do.
ii. Psalm 139:23-24 “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:”
b. All that heard these things were filled with fear and reverence for God.
i. Proverbs 14:26 “In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge.”
ii. Proverbs 16:6 “By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the Lord men depart from evil.”
2. There was great display of the power of God (12-16).
a. Signs and wonders (12)
b. Protection from those who refused to join the believers (13)
c. Multitudes believed (14)
d. Many were healed of sickness (15a)
e. Many were delivered from demonic possession (15b)


2. The importance of integrity outside in the world (17-42)
a. The apostles defied the order of the high priest by returning to the temple to teach the people (17-25).
b. The apostles defend their right to obey God rather than men and take the opportunity to preach Christ to their persecutors (26-33).
c. God raised up Gamaliel to defend the apostles (34-39).
d. The apostles continued to preach daily in the temple immediately after being beaten (40-42).
i. This time, God chose not to deliver the apostles from the beating.
ii. Instead, God gave them sustaining grace to endure the beating.
iii. Rather than get discouraged, the apostles rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer for proclaiming the name of Jesus.
iv. Rather than stop preaching, they immediately returned on a daily basis to teach and preach Jesus Christ in the temple and in every house!

3. Conclusion:
a. Integrity within the church is the foundation for integrity in the world.
i. 1 Peter 4:17 “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?”
b. If we do not develop a fear for God internally, we will never develop a fear for God in the world.
c. If we do not develop a fear of God personally, we have no hope of influencing the lost world to fear God.
d. If we learn to fear God and act with integrity, we can expect God to protect us, sustain us, and magnify the gospel through us in ways that we could never imagine.
