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1. Stephen’s Service (6:1-15)
a. The need for Stephen’s service:  The Greek-speaking believers thought that Greek-speaking widows were being neglected in the daily food distribution (1-2).
b. The requirements for Stephen’s service:  The apostles determined to appoint 7 men who could administer this ministry (3-6).
i. Known for their good reputation – “men of honest report”
ii. Known for being filled with the Holy Spirit – “full of the Holy Ghost”
iii. Known for being full of wisdom – “Full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom”
iv. Known for being full of faith – “Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost”
c. The effect of Stephen’s service: The deacons freed up the apostles to focus on prayer and the ministry of the Word, resulting in…
i. The increase of the Word of God and the multiplication of new disciples (7)
ii. The miraculous display of God’s power (8).
iii. The bold proclamation of the Word of God (9-10).
iv. The false accusations of those who couldn’t refute the Word Stephen preached (11-15).

2. Stephen’s Sermon (7:1-53)
a. The Charge: “We have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us” (6:14).
b. Abraham’s Call:  Answering the charge concerning “this place” (2-8)
i. God called Abraham when he was still living in Mesopotamia (2-4).
ii. Abraham did not receive an inheritance in the land (5-8).
iii. God was calling His people before there was a temple, a law, or even a possession of the Promised Land.
c. Joseph’s Rejection & Exaltation: Answering the charge of changing customs which Moses delivered (9-16)
i. God chose Joseph to deliver Israel, but he was rejected by his brothers (9).
ii. God was with Joseph and used his brother’s rejection to deliver his brothers and their families (10-16).
iii. Stephen is pointing out a pattern in Israel’s history:
1. The One rejected by God
2. Is exalted by God
3. Becomes Israel’s Deliverer
d. Moses’s Rejection & Exaltation: Answering the charge of changing customs which Moses delivered (17-36)
i. Moses was divinely protected as a child (just as Jesus was) (17-21).
ii. Moses was mighty in words and deeds (just as Jesus was) (22)
iii. Moses was rejected by his brethren (just as Jesus was) (23-29)
iv. Moses was chosen by God to deliver Israel, the one they refused, God used to deliver them from bondage (30-36).
e. Israel’s Rejection of Jesus, the Prophet Like Moses (37-43)
i. They rejected Jesus in the wilderness (37-41).
ii. They rejected Jesus by worshipping other gods (42-43).
f. Israel’s rejection of God’s special presence in the tabernacle and the temple (44-50)
g. Israel’s rejection of the Holy Spirit (51).
h. Israel’s rejection of the prophets and the Just One (52-53).



3. Stephen’s Stoning (7:54-60)
a. Stephen’s sermon cut them to the heart and they gnashed on him with their teeth (54).
b. Stephen’s eyes were opened by the Holy Spirit to see heaven opened and Jesus, the Son of Man, standing on the right hand of God ready to receive him (55-56).
c. Stephen’s hearers could not bear to hear it, so they stoned him (57-59).
d. Stephen’s last words were praying for God to forgive those who stoned him (60).
i. God would answer this prayer with the conversion of Saul on the road to Emaus!

Conclusion:
1. Are you developing Christian character necessary to minister to the needs of those around you?
2. Are you becoming a student of the gospel?  Are you sharing what you know?
3. Are you ready to meet your Lord? 
