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In obedience to the Lord’s command, the early church boldly witnessed to Jerusalem, but Jerusalem and Judaism as a whole, rejected it.  The stoning of Stephen began a period of intense persecution that spread the gospel witness to Judea and Samaria.  Illustration: just as airplanes face into the wind for takeoff, we need resistance to grow.

1. The Persecution of Saul (1-4)
a. The stoning of Stephen was the beginning of Sual’s persecution of the church (1).
i. Saul had authority to arrest and even execute believers (1, 3).
ii. God used this persecution to spread the gospel throughout Judea and Samaria (cf. 1:8).
iii. The apostles remained in Jerusalem to provide leadership and support to the believers who remained behind.
1. It is very likely that the persecution of the Greek believers was greater than the Jewish believers.
2. Jewish believers were still able to worship in the temple on a daily basis, which likely gave them more favor with their Jewish persecutors. 
3. The Hellenists, like Stephen, likely faced a much more severe persecution.
b. Stephen’s example emboldened the church to boldly preach the word (2-4).
i. Devout men likely risked their lives to carry Stephen to his burial (2).
ii. The church mourned over him greatly.
iii. Their difficulties intensified as Saul arrested men and women and cast them in prison.
iv. As they fled Saul’s persecution, they preached the Word everywhere they went.

2. The Ministry of Philip in Samaria (5-25)
a. Philip, like Stephen, was also a Greek and one of the first deacons (cf. 6:1).
b. Philip, like Stephen, was also a bold witness, and he took that witness to Samaria (5).
i. Jesus had already ministered in Samaria, and many had believed on Him (John 4:25).
ii. Peter took this opportunity to build upon the foundation that Jesus had already laid, and Philip preached Christ to them.
iii. Philip performed many signs and wonders confirming the truth he proclaimed.
iv. Philip found that indeed, the Samaritans were ready to be harvested, just as Jesus promised (John4:35).
v. As the Samaritans turned to Christ, there was great joy in the city.
1. The Gospel of Jesus Christ has the power to turn tragedy and sorrow into opportunity and great joy!
c. Philip’s rebuke of Simon, the imposter (9-25)
i. Simon was a sorcerer and claimed to be the grand power of the supreme God (9-11).
1. As a sorcerer, his power came from the devil, but he claimed it came from God.
2. He deceived people with his lies and magic.
ii. Simon realizes that Philip is exercising a power far greater than his own, so he “converts” and is even baptized (13).
iii. Simon does not understand the grace of God, and offers to purchase it from the apostles (14-19).
iv. Peter exposes Simon’s unregenerated heart and calls on him to repent (20-25).
1. Simon thought God’s grace could be purchased (20).
2. Simon had gone through religious motions, but he did not have a heart that was regenerated by the Holy Spirit (21).
3. Simon was still unrepentant (22).
4. Simon was bitter, likely because those that used to believe his lies were now following Christ and His apostles (23a).
5. Simon was still bound by iniquity (23b).
v. Simon is remorseful but unrepentant; rather than repent, he asks the apostles to pray for him that he may escape divine judgment (24).
d. The apostles take time to preach the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans; they were able to lay their hands on the Samaritans and witness the Holy Spirit filling them.  The Samaritans embraced the Gospel that Jerusalem had rejected!

3. The Ministry of Philip to the Ethiopian Eunuch (26-40)
a. God sent Philip to the desert to meet an Ethiopian Eunuch who had tried to worship God in Jerusalem but was unable to do so because of his castration (26-28).
i. Philip obeyed the angel of the Lord immediately.
b. As the Ethiopian was traveling back to Ethiopia in his chariot, he was reading aloud from Isaiah.
i. Philip obeyed the prompting of the Holy Spirit and engaged the Ethiopian with a question, “Do you understand what you’re reading?” (30-31).
1. Engage people with questions rather than statements.
c. The Ethiopian responds, “How can I except someone guide me.?” (31-37)
i. Be prepared to explain the Scriptures to those who seek.
ii. Be prepared to “come alongside” and “sit with” those who seek, just as the Holy Spirit comes alongside and guides us.
iii. Be prepared to preach Christ from the Scriptures.
iv. Be prepared to distinguish baptism from being born again by belief in the person and work of Jesus Christ (37-38).
d. When Philip’s work was done, the Holy Spirit transported him to Azotus on the coast of the Mediterranean, which was formerly a city of the Philistines, the land of the Giants of Gath.  At this time the city was a heavily Gentile-populated area on an international trade route.  The Holy Spirit is actively guiding the spread of the gospel to the Gentile world.
i. The Ethiopian went on his way rejoicing.
ii. Philip went on his way spreading the Good News and bringing Light and Joy into a part of the world that was previously dark and sorrowful.

Conclusion:
1. Are you facing opposition with optimism?  Are you getting better at seeing difficulty as an opportunity for growth and for the gospel?
2. When someone resists your witness, do you start looking for others that God has prepared for the Gospel?
3. Are you preparing for those divine appointments?  Could you come along someone and lead them to Christ if you had the opportunity?
4. Are you developing a sensitivity to the leading of the Holy Spirit in engaging those around you?
