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This chapter continues to detail the spread of the gospel from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and beyond.  As Jerusalem rejects the gospel, God used Philip to spread the gospel to Samaria where multitudes joyfully trust Christ.  As the gospel continues to spread throughout many villages of the Samaritans, God redirects Philip to one individual who is very representative of the gentile world that is yet to be reached.

1. Following God’s Divine Direction (26-28)
a. Philip obeyed the angel of the Lord immediately (26-27a).
i. It takes great maturity and humility to leave a fruitful ministry to go to the desert without any explanation.
ii. Just as God told Abraham obeyed the voice of God without knowing where he was going, so Philip travels to the desert without knowing what God would have him to do.
b. Philip obeyed the prompting of the Holy Spirit to approach an Ethiopian official (27b-30).
i. The Ethiopian was a man of great authority under Candace, Queen of Ethiopia (this refers to the ancient Kingdom of Kush just south of Egypt in what is now northern Sudan.
ii. Just as the Queen of Sheeba traveled to Jerusalem to hear the wisdom of Solomon and witness the worship of Jehovah in the temple, this Ethiopia had travelled to Jerusalem to worship God.
iii. There is a fascinating connection to Jesus’ words in Matthew 12:42, “The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here.”
iv. This Ethiopian official had also come from the “uttermost part of the world” and had tried to worship God in Jerusalem but was unable to do so because of his castration (26-28; cf. Deuteronomy 28:1).
v. The Ethiopian is representative of all mankind:
1. Eunuchs were excluded from worshipping God in the temple.  This prohibition was to picture man’s need for wholeness to worship God.  In reality, all mankind are unworthy to enter the presence of God because of our sin.
2. Though the Ethiopian was excluded from the worship of God in Jerusalem, God sent Philip to offer him grace and wholeness that can only be found in Christ!

2. Seizing God’s Divine Appointment (29-34)
a. Philip obeyed the prompting of the Holy Spirit and ran to the Ethiopian (29-30)
i. Philip didn’t hesitate; he acted quickly and decisively. 
1. When the Holy Spirit prompts you and you recognize an opening for the gospel, seize it!
ii. Philip engaged the Ethiopian with a question, “Do you understand what you’re reading?” (30).
1. Engage people with questions rather than statements.
b. The Ethiopian invites Philip to guide him (31-37).
i. Be prepared to explain the Scriptures to those who seek (31-34).
1. Be prepared to “come alongside” and “sit with” those who seek, just as the Holy Spirit comes alongside and guides us.
ii. Be prepared to preach Christ from the Scriptures (35).
iii. Be prepared to distinguish baptism from being born again by belief in the person and work of Jesus Christ (36-39).
1. Belief in the gospel always precedes baptism – “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized” (cf. 2:41; 16:35-40).
2. Throughout the book of Acts believers in Christ were baptized immediately following their faith in Christ (cf. 2:41; 16:25-40).
3. As the false doctrines began to emerge, it became necessary to practice credo baptism; baptism was delayed for months and even years until the new believer had a firm grasp of Christian doctrine.

3. Anticipating God’s Divine Continuation (39-40)
a. God redirected Philip, but the Ethiopian official went on his way rejoicing (39).
i. We will not always have the opportunity to disciple those we lead to Christ, but we can expect that God will continue His work in the lives of those we lead to Christ!
ii. Illustration:  When I was young, I had the joy of leading my friend Matthew to Christ.  His parents wouldn’t let him come to church, and as he got older he became very bitter and angry.  We went our separate ways, and I always wondered what happened to him.  I recently came across his social media profile, and I rejoiced to see that he has recently come back to God and is very outspoken about his faith online and in his family!  God takes care of His children!
b. God guided Philip to another part of the gentile world (40).
i. When Philip’s work was done, the Holy Spirit transported him to Azotus on the coast of the Mediterranean, which was formerly a city of the Philistines, the land of the Giants of Gath.  At this time the city was a heavily Gentile-populated area on an international trade route.  The Holy Spirit is actively guiding the spread of the gospel to the Gentile world.
ii. Philip went on his way spreading the Good News and bringing Light and Joy into a part of the world that was previously dark and sorrowful.
iii. When God closes a door for ministry in one area, we can expect that God will open another door to others who need to hear the gospel.

Conclusion:
1. Are you preparing for those divine appointments?  Could you come along someone and lead them to Christ if you had the opportunity?
2. Are you developing a sensitivity to the leading of the Holy Spirit in engaging those around you?
