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This chapter continues the spread of the gospel to the uttermost part of the earth.
· Philip preaches the gospel in Samaria
· Philip preached the gospel to an Ethiopian Eunuch
· Philip preached the gospel to Gaza, Azotus, Joppa, and Caesarea, all Gentile dominated cities.
· Chapter 9 details the conversion of Saul, the great persecutor of the church, who would become the apostle to the Gentiles, spreading the gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth!

1. Saul’s Divine Encounter (1-9)
a. Saul’s Persecution of the Church (1-2)
i. Saul was filled with murderous rage against the disciples in Damascus (1).
1. To this point, Saul of Tarsus was the greatest opponent of the early church.
ii. Saul obtained letters from the high priest giving him authority to arrest any “followers of the way” of Jesus (2).
1. The Way, was an early way of describing Christianity.
2. Jesus taught that He was the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and the only way to God.
a. John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”
b. The Jews believed this to be blasphemy. They looked to the priests to mediate between them and God.
b. Saul’s Encounter with Christ (3-5)
i. Jesus appears to Saul in all His heavenly glory (3).
1. Saul’s eyes were blinded by the light of Christ.
2. Sual’s encounter with Christ was not a vision, but a literal, physical experience.
3. Saul’s blindness was proof of that experience.
4. Saul’s men were a witness to the reality of Saul’s experience (cf. 7).
ii. Jesus charges Saul with persecuting Him.
1. To persecute the church is to fight against God (4-5).
2. To persecute the church is persecute Christ Himself (5).
c. Saul’s Submission to Christ (6-9)
i. Saul recognizes that he is speaking to God (5).
ii. Sual responds to Jesus by calling him, Lord (6).
1. In this moment, Saul recognizes that Jesus is God.
2. In this moment, Saul trembles and submits Himself to Christ.
iii. Saul demonstrates his conversion by obeying the Lord’s command (7-8).
iv. Saul demonstrates his repentance by sitting in darkness for 3 days without food or water (9).
1. Fasting throughout the Scriptures is often a sign of mourning over sin.
2. For 3 days Saul sat in darkness contemplating the implications of what he had done.
3. For 3 days Saul contemplated the implications of Christ being the Son of God.

2. Saul’s Human Witness (10-19)
a. Ananias’s Calling (10-12)
i. Ananias was a devout disciple (10).
1. Ananias was simply a disciple who loved Jesus.
2. Ananias did not hold any special office or title within the church.
ii. Ananias was instructed to lay his hands on Saul of Tarsus so he would receive his sight (11-12).
b. Ananias’s Hesitation (13-14)
i. Ananias was aware of the evil things that Saul had done to the saints in Jerusalem.
1. Saints is a term meaning “holy ones” which refers to those who’ve believed in Christ and been declared righteous.
ii. Ananias was aware of Saul’s authority to arrest those who called on the name of Jesus (14).
c. Ananias’s Obedience (15-19)
i. Ananias believes the Lord’s declaration (15-16).
1. Saul is a chosen vessel to bear the name of Jesus to the Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel (15).
2. Saul will suffer many things for Jesus’s name (16).
ii. Ananias obeyed the Lord’s declaration (17-19).
1. Ananias puts his hands on Saul.
2. Ananias greets Saul as a brother, acknowledging Saul’s conversion.
3. Ananias was the instrument God used in Sual’s filling with the Holy Spirit and in his healing.
4. Ananias was there to baptize Saul.
5. Ananias fed Saul until he had recovered his strength; his encounter with Christ and his 3 day fast had left him in a weakened state.
6. Ananias introduced Saul to the disciples in Damascus.
iii. Application: God uses ordinary believers to disciple new believers by encouraging them in their faith, extending hospitality, and introducing them to other believers.

3. Saul’s Bold Proclamation (20-32)
a. Saul’s Preaching: He immediately proclaims Jesus as the Son of God (20-22).
i. Paul did not wait to be a witness; he preached Christ immediately (21).
1. Don’t wait to share Christ with others!
2. Share what you know with whoever will listen!
ii. Paul preached Christ even when others brought up his past opposition to Christ (21-22).
1. Don’t be intimidated by those who bring up your past!
2. The more you study the Scriptures and the more you share what you learn with others, the more your confidence will grow and the more powerful witness will become.
b. Saul’s Persecution: the Jews seek to kill him (23-25).
i. Paul continued to minister despite the Jews desire to kill him.
ii. Pual spent 3 years in Damascus ministering under constant threat until he finally escaped to Jerusalem.
c. Saul’s Acceptance: Barnabas welcomes Saul and introduces him to the apostles (26-28).
i. Once again God uses an ordinary disciple to welcome Saul and vouch for him to the apostles (26-27).
ii. In a short time, the apostles quickly recognized God’s calling on Saul’s life and welcomed him into their close company (28).
1. God wants to use you to welcome new believers into your life and into your church family.
2. Christians must learn to take the initiative in welcoming new believers and introducing them to others believers in the church.
d. Saul’s Boldness: He preaches Christ despite great opposition (29-31)
i. When the Grecians sought to slay Saul, the believers sent him to his hometown of Tarsus, a Gentile city, to continue his ministry there.
1. Saul had an opportunity to proclaim Christ in his hometown.
2. Take every opportunity to share Christ to those who know you best.
ii. As a result of Saul’s conversion, all the churches were blessed (31).
1. They had rest from their persecution.
2. They were edified (built up in their faith).
3. They were walking in the fear of the Lord.
4. They were enjoying the comfort of the Holy Spirit.
5. As a result of their spiritual health, the believers multiplied.
