Witnesses to Christ – Christ Uses Peter to Continue the Spread of the Gospel to the Gentiles
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Introduction:  This passage forms a bridge between the conversion of Saul and the conversion of Cornelius, showing how Christ is directing His servants in the spread of the gospel beyond Jerusalem to the uttermost parts of the world.

1. These miracles demonstrate that Jesus is still at work through His apostles.
a. Peter’s ministry shows striking similarities to the ministry of Christ as recorded in Luke.
i. Peter heals a paralyzed man just as Jesus did (cf. Luke 5:18-26).
ii. Peter raises a woman from the dead just as Jesus raised Jairus’s daughter (Luke 8:49-56).
iii. Peter puts everyone outside before raising Dorcas just as Jesus did when raising Jairus’s daughter.
b. Peter is clearly following the pattern of His master and people are being drawn to Christ as a result!

2. These miracles demonstrate the gospel’s continued expansion beyond Jerusalem into Lydda, Sharon, & Joppa.

3. These miracles divinely position Peter for the conversion of Cornelious (cf. Acts 10).
a. In Acts 10, Cornelius, a roman centurion living in Caesarea, receives instructions from an angel to send for Peter.
b. When he finds Peter, he is just about 30 miles down the coast from Caesarea in Joppa.
c. When he finds him, Peter is staying with a tanner, which was a profession that was highly frowned upon by Jews, which seems to indicate that Peter is growing more comfortable with evangelizing Gentiles.

4. This passage connects the ministries of Saul and Peter.
a. Acts 9:1-31 – Saul is converted and commissioned as a witness to Christ to the Gentiles.
b. Acts 9:32-43 – Peter ministers in Lydda and Joppa, bringing him very close to the centurion in Caesearia.
c. Acts 10:-48 – Peter brings the gospel to Cornelious and his household.
d. Acts 11:1-18 – Peter explains and defends the spread of the gospel to the Gentiles.
e. The spread of the gospel to the Gentiles wasn’t Saul’s idea; it was God’s.  God sent Peter to the Gentiles before Saul, to demonstrate that this was God’s divine plan from the beginning.

Message:  Christ Uses Peter to Continue the Spread of the Gospel to the Gentiles.
1. Christ’s Power Demonstrated in Lydda – The Healing of Aeneas (32-35; cf. Luke 5:17-26)
a. As Peter traveled about strengthening new believers, God led him to Lydda, a city that was once torn by bitter fighting between the Jews and the Samaritans. The gospel had spread to this city that was once a part of Samaria (32).
b. In this city was a lame man, Aeneas, that had suffered with paralysis for 8 years (33).
c. Peter healed Aeneas in Christ’s name and power, and Aeneas was healed immediately (34).
d. The healing of Aeneas resulted in many in Lydda and Sharron turning to Christ (35).

2. Christ’s Compassion Displayed in Joppa – The Raising of Dorcas (36-42; cf. Luke 8:49-56)
a. In nearby Joppa, the believers there were grieving the loss of a godly woman, name Tabitha (36).
i. Dorcas was known for doing good to others and giving alms to the poor.
ii. Dorcas had a ministry of making clothes for the widows in town.
b. When Dorcas died of an illness, the believers sent word to Peter, likely to intervene (37-39).
i. Rather than bury Dorcas right away, they washed her and laid her in an upper chamber (37).
ii. The disciples in Joppa sent 2 men to Peter urging him to come quickly (38).
iii. When Peter arrived, all the widows showed him the garments that Dorcas had made for them, pouring out their grief to him (39).
iv. Following the example of Jesus, Peter dismissed them all, prayed, and then commanded her to rise up (40-41).
v. He presented her alive to the saints and widows, and many in Joppa believed on the Lord (42).
3. Christ’s Purpose Unfolding in Simon’s Home – Peter Stays with a Tanner (43)
a. With many in Joppa believing on the Lord, Peter stayed many days, likely strengthening and training the new disciples.
b. Providentially, Peter enjoyed the hospitality of Simon, a tanner, during his entire stay in Joppa.
i. This is significant, because Jews viewed the tanning occupation as unclean because they processed the hides of dead animals.
ii. The Jewish historian Josephus says that a Jewish woman could divorce her husband if he became a tanner.
iii. The fact that Peter chose to stay with Simon indicates that God was preparing Peter to welcome Gentiles into the church.

Conclusion:
1. Sometimes God uses illness as an opportunity for the Gospel.  If you are struggling with a health challenge, have you yielded it to God to be used for His glory?
2. Are you looking to Christ for comfort as you grieve great loss?  He has the power to comfort and the power to turn our sorrow into rejoicing.
3. Are you willing to be a witness to anyone?  Are you following the Lord’s leadership to be a witness regardless of someone’s race, national origin, or occupation?
