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1. The Preparation of Cornelius (1-8)
a. His Place:  Caesarea, Capital City of the Judean Province
i. Caesarea was located on the Mediterranean coast (70 Miles West of Jerusalem)
ii. Pontius Pilate ruled from this city during the ministry of Christ.
iii. Pilate had since been removed from the governorship for cruelty to the Samaritans.
b. His Position: Centurion of the Italian Band
i. The Italian Band were elite soldiers with Roman citizenship who were volunteers, not conscripts.
ii. As citizens, they received higher pay and higher status.
iii. They were intensely loyal to Rome and the Emperor.
iv. They were culturally distinct from the people that they policed. They spoke Latin, worshipped the Roman gods, including the emperor, and followed all the traditional Roman military customs.
v. The Italian Band consisted of 6 infantry units of 80-100 men each, each answering directly to a Roman tribune or prefect.
vi. Cornelius commanded 1 of these 6 bands.
c. His Piety:  A God-Fearing Gentile (2)
i. In the first century Roman world, a “God-fearer” was a term for Gentiles who were drawn to monotheism, had high moral standards, and treasured the Jewish Scriptures, but stopped short of full conversion.
ii. Full conversion to Judaism would have required Cornelius to be circumcised and to completely sever ties with Roman life, which would have been impossible for a Roman officer.
iii. Cornelius showed his devotion to God by leading his household into the same faith, giving alms to Jewish people who were in need, and praying continually.
d. His Prayer: A Memorial Before God (3-8)
i. God answered Cornelius’s continual prayers (3).
1. In answer to the continual prayers of Cornelius, God sent him an angelic messenger.
2. James 4:8 “Draw nigh to God and he will draw nigh to you.”
ii. God recognized his prayers and generosity as a memorial offering (4).
1. Cornelius’s faith was not just internal; it was outward and tangible.
2. Cornelius could easily have exploited the Jews, but instead, he used his substantial salary to support the very people his empire was subjugating.
3. God viewed Cornelius’s sincere prayers and quiet generosity as a more acceptable sacrifice than the literal offerings being made by the priests in Jerusalem.
iii. God guided Cornelius in his pursuit of God (5-6).
1. Jeremiah 29:13 “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.”
2. Hebrews 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
3. Matthew 7:7-8 “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek and ye shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto you: For everyone that asketh  recieveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.”
iv. Cornelius obeys immediately (7-8).
1. Cornelius called to of his household servants, likely also believers (cf. 2).
2. Cornelius called a devout soldier to escort the small band.
a. The soldier was called devout, meaning that he was also a worshipper of God.
b. These 3 shared a common faith and devotion to God.
c. Imagine their excitement as they followed God’s direction.

2. The Preparation of Peter (9-16)
a. Peter’s Vision: A Sheet Containing All Clean and Unclean Animals (9-12)
b. God’s Command: Rise, Kill and Eat (13)
c. Peter’s Protest: Not So, Lord (14)




d. God’s Command: What God Has Cleansed, Call Not Common (15-16)
i. By repeating the vision 3 times, God made id emphatically clear that the dietary laws were no longer binding.
ii. Removing the dietary laws removed the barrier between Jews and Gentiles.  By declaring all foods clean, God was making the gospel accessible to all people.
iii. Without this preparation, Peter would have been very hesitant to enter Cornelius’s home to share the gospel with him.
iv. To this point, the gospel was had spread predominantly to Jews and those of Jewish descent such as the Samaritans (cf. Acts 1:8a).
v. This revelation opened the door for the gospel to spread to the uttermost part of the world.

3. The Progress to Ceasarea (17-33)
a. Peter’s Doubt: What Does This Mean? (17-18)
b. The Sprit’s Instructions: Go with Them; Don’t Doubt, I Have Sent them (19-20)
c. Peter’s Obedience: Call No Man Common or Unclean (21-29)
i. Peter extends hospitality to Gentiles.  He invites these men in and lodges them overnight. Up to this point, housing Gentiles was considered scandalous and religiously impure, but Peter obeyed the Holy Spirit’s direction.
ii. Peter accepts the hospitality of a Gentile (25).
1. Cornelius gathered all his family and friends in anticipation of Peter’s visit.
2. Cornelius was so overwhelmed by Peter’s presence, he fell down to worship him.
3. Peter refused his worship and entered Cornelius’s home with a thrilling explanation (28)
a. “Ye know that is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or unclean.”
d. Cornelius’s Response: We Are Here Before God to Hear All Things that Are Commanded of God (33).
i. Cornelius had prepared himself to do whatever God commanded him to do.
ii. Cornelius models the attitude that we all should have before God.

4. The Proclamation of the Gospel (34-43)
a. The Universal Scope of the Gospel (34-35)
i. God is not a respecter of persons (34).
1. God does not show favoritism.
ii. God accepts anyone from any nation who fears Him and is righteous (35).
b. The Message of the Gospel (36-43)
i. Jesus is the means of peace with God (36a).
ii. Jesus is Lord of all (36b).
iii. Jesus is divinely anointed with the Holy Spirit and with Power (37).
1. Jesus went about doing good, healing all who were oppressed by the devil, because God was with Him (38).
iv. Jesus died and rose again (39-41).
1. Peter and the apostles are eyewitnesses to everything Jesus did.
2. Peter and the apostles are eyewitnesses to the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.
v. Jesus is the Judge and Forgiver of Sins (42-43)
1. All authority has been given to Jesus to judge all mankind (cf. John 5:22-29).
2. All authority has been given to Jesus to forgive the sins of those who believe on Him.

5. The Proof that Gentiles Belong in the Church (44-48)
a. The Holy Spirit fell upon those who heard and believed the Word (44).
b. The Jewish believers that accompanied Peter were witnesses to the Holy Spirit’s outpouring on the Gentile believers (45).
c. Peter then encouraged these new Gentile believers to be baptized (47-48).
i. They followed the Biblical pattern of Believer’s Baptism.
ii. They believed the Word of God.
iii. They were immediately filled with the Holy Spirit.
iv. They were baptized following their conversion.
v. Peter remained there many days to strengthen and establish these new believers.
